09th August 2020 by Eric de Jager (eric@sahpa.org)

CONDITIONS REGARDING AWARD OF THE DECORATION, THE ANGLO-BOER WAR
MEDAL & RIBBON.

The Regulations for the award of a Decoration, a Medal and a Wound Ribbon for military Service in the
Republican Forces during the Anglo-Boer War were published under Government Notice No. 2307 of the 21st
December, 1920.
1. The Decoration is only awarded to officers of the late Republican Forces who rendered distinguished and
specially meritorious service.
2. The Medal is awarded to officers and members of the late Republican Forces subject to the following
conditions:(a) Applicants must have rendered military service during the war period and must have been members of the
Republican Forces on the 31st May, 1902.
(b) Members who were taken prisoners of War and sent to Prisoners of War Camps are also eligible for the
award of the medal.
3. The Wound Ribbon is awarded to members of the late Republican Forces who were wounded in action
between the 11th October, 1899 and the 31st May, 1902.
The following are not eligible for the award of the Decorations, medal or Wound Ribbon:
(a) Members who were captured and signed an oath of neutrality.
(b) Members who took parole or who were sent to concentration Camps.
(c) Members who subsequently served in the British Forces.
Application must be submitted on the prescribed form, on which the full particulars of their service, etc., must be
shown. Application forms must be signed by an officer and/or at least two burghers who are fully conversant
with the service of the applicants.
If the form is correctly completed, applications are submitted to Lt.-Gen. A.J.E. Brink, Hoofkommandant,
Burgerkommando's, for his final approval. This approval was formerly given by a Central Medal Board, of which
General Brink was chairman, LHE Board has now ceased to function.
Forms not fully completed are returned to the applicants until the required information is reflected on the forms.

-2Examples of an application which is in order (tabbed "A") and one which has not been approved (tabbed "B) are
attached.

REMARKS.
(1) Application forms are supplied by this office on request.
(2) Approximately 90% of the applications are incomplete and have to be requested for further particulars.
(3) To date 9718 medals have been issued.
(4) Over 500 applications for the medal are at present being dealt with.
(5) Copy of the Regulations attached.

Regulations for the Award of a Decoration, Medal, and Wound riband to members of the Union Defence
Forces for Service in the Republican Burgher forces during the Anglo-Boer War, 1899-1902.
His Royal Highness the Governor-General-in-Council has been pleased under sub-section (q) section one
hundred and sixteen, of the South African Defence Act, 1912, to make regulations for the award to citizens of the
Union who are serving in the Union Defence Forces or are liable so to serve if called out for personal service in
time of war under the provisions of the South Africa Defence Act, 1912, and who did true and faithful military
service during the Anglo-Boer War, 1899-1902, in the military forces of the Governments of the South African
Republic and of the Orange Free State as burghers of the Republics aforesaid, of

(a) a decoration for devoted service to officers of those forces who rendered distinguished and specially
meritorious service during that war;
(b) a medal to all ranks of those forces who did military service during that war.
(c) a wound riband to members of those forces who received wounds in action during that war;
as set forth in the Annexure hereto.
ANNEXURE.
1. A decoration is hereby instituted, to be designated the "Decoration for Devoted Service, 1899-1902", to be
awarded to officers of the South African Republic and the Orange Free State who, being burghers of those states,
rendered distinguished and specially meritorious service during the Anglo-Boer War, 1899-1902, in whose forces,
and are now, as citizens of the Union of South Africa, serving in the Union Defence Forces or liable so to serve if
called out under the South African Defence Act, 1912.
Description.
2. The decoration shall be silver, circular, with the coat-of-arms of the South African Republic and the inscription
"Voor Trouwe Dienst 1899-1902" on the other side, and the coat-of-arms of the Orange Free State and the
inscription "Voor Trouwe Dienst 1899-1902" on the other side, with the name and rank of recipient engraved on
the edge.
Riband.
3. The riband shall be red, green, blue, orange, and white.
Conditions of Award.
4. The decoration may be conferred upon officers of the forces of the South African Republic and Orange Free
State who performed meritorious service during the Anglo-Boer War, 1899-1902 which in the opinion of the
Minister of Defence, was of sufficient merit to justify special recognition and the recipients shall be entitled to the
addition after their names of the letters D.T.D.
Notification in Gazette.
5. The names of all officers upon whom the Minister of Defence may be pleased to confer this decoration shall be
published in the Government Gazette.
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6. In order to preserve the honourable distinction of this decoration, it is provided that if any person on whom
the officers' decorations has been conferred is convicted of treason, cowardice, or of any infamous crime, he shall
forthwith forfeit the decoration. The Minister of Defence shall be the sole judge of the conduct which may require
the holder of the officers' decoration to forfeit it. The forfeiture of this decoration shall be duly notified in the
Government Gazette in the same manner as the award.
Restoration.
7. It shall be competent for the Minister of Defence to restore an officers' decoration which has been forfeited if
such restoration should be justified by the circumstances of the case.
(b) Medal for the Anglo-Boer War, 1899-1902.
1. This distinctive medal shall be awarded in recognition of the service rendered by officers and members of the
forces of the South African Republic and Orange Free State during the Anglo-Boer War, 1899-1902, who were
burghers of those States, and are now, as citizens of the Union of South Africa, serving in the Union Defence
Forces or liable so to serve if called out under the South Africa Act, 1912.
Description of Medal.
2. The medal, which will be designated "The South African Republic and Orange Free State War Medal," will be
silver, circular, bearing the coat-of-arms of the South African Republic and the words "Anglo-Boere oorlog 18991902" on one side, and the coat-of-arms of the Orange Free State and the words "Anglo-Boere oorlog 1899-1902"
on the other side with the name and rank of the recipient engraved on the edge of the medal.
Riband.
3. The riband shall be green, red, white, blue, and orange.
To Whom Issued.
4. Provided that the claims are approved by the Minister of Defence the medal will be granted to all officers and
members of the forces of the Orange Free State and South African Republic who actually served with those forces
in the field between the 11th October, 1899, and the 31st May, 1902, both dates inclusive, and who continued to
be members of those forces up to the 31st May, 1902.
Claims.
5. Claims for the medal must be submitted to the Adjutant-General Union Defence Forces, and must contain the
following information: (a) Name in full and rank.
(b) Force, commando, or commandos with which the applicant served.
(c) Dates between which service was rendered.
(e) Name of commandants or field cornets under whom the applicant served.
(f) Battles or engagements at which present.
If possible, claims should be certified by an officer, commandant or field cornet under whom the applicant
served, or, if this is not possible, by two prominent citizens who are cognizant of the applicant's service.
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1. This distinctive riband shall be granted to those officers and members of the forces of the South African
Republic and Orange Free State who, being burghers of those States, were wounded in action during the AngloBoer War, between 11th October, 1899, and 31st May, 1902, and are now, a citizens of the Union of South Africa,
serving in the Union Defence Forces or liable so to serve if called out under the South Africa Defence Act, 1912.
Description.
2. The colour of the riband will be red, green, white, orange, and blue.
Method of Wearing.
3. The riband will be worn on the left breast immediately following the riband of the Anglo-Boer War Medal, and
will be 1¼ inch in width.
Claims.
4. A certificate and the necessary riband will be issued by the Adjutant-General, Union Defence Forces, to all
officers and members of the forces of the South African Republic and Orange Free State who were wounded in
action whilst serving with those forces between 11th October, 1899, and 31st May, 1902, provided their claims are
approved by the Minister of Defence.
Certificate.
5. Applications for a certificate and riband must be accompanied by the following information.
(a) Full name.
(b) Commando of force with which service was rendered.
(c) Dates of Service.
(d) Place or district in which serving when wounded.
(e) Nature of wound.
(f) Date when wounded.
(g) If possible, a certificate from (1) the commandant or other officer under whom serving when wounded; or
(2) a medical officer; or
(3) a minister of religion who has knowledge of the case; or
(4) any other responsible person or official who is in a position to support the application;
Should accompany the claim.

